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is false, because it exalts that which ought to be
abased, and criminal^ because it encroaches on the
prerogative of God.

The Scriptures further instruct us, not merely
that mankind are liable to error, and therefore that
the world's commendations may le sometimes mis-
taken; but that their judgment being darkened,
and their hearts depraved, its applauses and con-
tempt will for the most part be systematically mis-
placed; that though the beneficent and disin-
terested spirit of Christianity, and her obvious ten-
dency to promote domestic comfort and general
happiness, cannot but extort applause; yet that her
aspiring after more than ordinary excellence, by
exciting secret misgivings in others, or a painful
sense of inferiority, not unmixed with envy, cannot
fail often to disgust and offend. The word of God
teaches us, that though such of the doctrines and
precepts of Christianity as are coincident with
worldly interests and pursuits, and with worldly
principles and systems, may be professed without
offence; yet, that what is opposite to these, or
even different from them, will be deemed needlessly
precise and strict, the indulgence of a morose and
gloomy humour, the symptoms of a contracted and
superstitious spirit, the marks of a mean, enslaved,
or distorted understanding. That for these and
other reasons, the follower of Christ must not only
make up his mind to the occasional relinquishment
of worldly favour, but that it should even afford
him matter of holy jealousy and suspicion of him-
self, when it is very lavishly and very generally
bestowed.

But though the standard of worldly estimation
differed less from that of the Gospel, yet since our
affections ought to be set on heavenly things, and
conversant about heavenly objects, and since in